
Sunday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – 1Kgs. 19:9, 11-13, Romans 9:1-5 & Mt. 14:22-
33
 
Fearing for his life, Elijah had been trying to escape from the dangerous task that God
had given him: to denounce the wickedness of King Ahab and his wife Jezebel. In
journeying to Mount Horeb he is taking up once again his prophetic calling.
Symbolically, he has journeyed for 40 days and 40 nights to get to the mountain and
now he meets with his God. This God does not, however, come to him in the
spectacular – a devastating tornado, or an earthquake, nor in a devastating fire.
Instead God reveals the Godself in the “gentle breeze”. Perhaps this might be an
opportunity for us to reflect on the noise and busy-ness of our lives and look towards
creating space to be aware of the “gentle breeze” in us and among us.
 
In the preceding chapters of his Letter to the Romans St Paul had set out his
understanding of salvation. In these next three chapters (9-11) he reflects on Israel’s
place in this overall plan. He will do this by reflecting on the Hebrew Scriptures, but
he begins in today’s extract with a prayer in the form of a lament for his people.
 
Believing that we are being tossed about in a storm and everything we hold dear is
under threat is not too difficult to imagine at the moment. The Christian Faith has
been challenged and under attack for many years, but in the midst of the pandemic
the challenges have become very real indeed. Where is God in the midst of all or this?
What is going to happen to our churches as we try to come to terms with reopening
them but with ominous signs that this situation is far from over?   The Story of Jesus
coming the rescue of the disciples in their battered boat, walking on the water, is a
reminder to us that God always looks out for the well-being of the disciples, including
those of today: the Church. Whilst we do not know the outcome of the challenges
facing us, we do know that the Lord is with us every step of the way, offering to calm
the storm.

Reflections for Week 19
of Ordinary Time 2020



Monday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – (Feast of St Laurence, Deacon and
Martyr) Ez. 1:2-5, 24-28 & Mt.17:22-27

Our First Readings for the next two weeks come from the Prophet Ezekiel. Ezekiel was
a priest and seems to have been one of those exiled to Babylon in the first of the
Deportations (597 BCE). From that Exile he witnesses the ultimate destruction of
Jerusalem and a persistent theme in his writings is to ask, “Where, in all of this, is
God?” In today’s passage the Prophet receives his vocation through a vision. Included
in that vision, but not given us in the extract in the Lectionary are four figures – human
being, calf, lion and eagle – these are also mentioned in the Book of Revelation (4:7)
and will come to be used as symbols of the four Evangelists!
 
Two incidents are cobbled together in our Gospel passage today. Jesus makes a
further prediction of his forthcoming troubles in Jerusalem. Currently he is in the
relative safety of Galilee. This is neither the time nor the place to make a great fuss
over something that was irritating to many Jews who lived far from Jerusalem: paying
the annual tax for the upkeep of the Temple. The time will, however, come for that
stand, in Jerusalem itself, but for now he will comply in an almost contemptuous way!
This incident is only given us by St Matthew, and it shows Jesus’ disdain for some of
the intricate formalities of the Jewish religion.
 
Tuesday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – (11th August, Feast of St Clare of Assisi)
Ez. 2:8 – 3:4 & Mt. 18:1-5, 10, 12-14.

In a very vivid way Ezekiel receives his prophetic calling by, literally, having to swallow
God’s words, so that he may speak those same words to his fellow Exiles. Whilst the
scroll he consumes is “as sweet as honey”, the words spoken to the People will be
anything but sweet!
 
Chapter 18 of Matthew’s Gospel is the fourth of his discourses (collections of Jesus’
teaching). In this case relations within the community of disciples is the central theme
of the teaching. It begins with the basic question of who is the greatest in the
Kingdom. Perhaps the disciples were hoping that he would point to themselves, or
perhaps even just one of them, but instead he places a “little child” – someone of no
economic or legal worth at that time – as the greatest. Becoming childlike is going to
be the key to opening up the mysteries of the Kingdom and welcoming children and
the lost are to be the characteristics of the community.



Wednesday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – Ez. 9:1-7; 10:18-22 & Mt. 18:15-20

Today we find that Ezekiel is given a vision of the judgment that is to befall the
Temple in Jerusalem. Those who had been unfaithful to the Covenant and to true
worship are to be punished without mercy, but those who had denounced these
wayward practices are to be saved. 
 
At both the beginning and end of his Gospel Matthew talks about the “God-with-us”
(Emmanuel) here we find that this presence – “where two or three are gathered in my
name” – is the basis for the authority of the community. “Community” in the Greek
here is “ekklesia”, which we also translate as “church”. It is the same authority that
was given to St Peter in Mt. 16:19. These are the only two occasions in the Gospels
where the word “ekklesia” is used. Above all, that authority is about strenuous efforts
to reconcile those who have strayed.
 
Thursday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – Ez. 12:1-12 & Mt. 18:21 – 19:1

In a vivid, symbolic way Ezekiel illustrates what Exile means for the remnant now left
in Jerusalem. Just as he acts this out by disappearing into the night, so they will
disappear into the night without trace. This great humiliation is even to include the
king himself who will cover his face as he heads off never to see his country again.
 
The Parable of the Unforgiving Debtor brings this chapter of teaching about relations
in the community to a close. Once again, the message is about the call to forgiveness.
Like the man who owed such an impossibly large debt of ten thousand talents that he
could never hope to pay off, so we are forgiven by the Master. Therefore, we too are
called to offer forgiveness to others, whose debts like those of the second servant are
minute in comparison.
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Friday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – (Feast of St Maximilian Kolbe) Ez. 16:1-15,
60, 63 &Mt. 19:3-12

This long passage opens with a parable about a baby girl (Israel) being born and
abandoned at birth but rescued by the Lord. In the following verses, which we are not
given to read in the Lectionary, the promiscuous behaviour of this same girl, now
grown up, is described in graphic, explicit detail. The passage ends with the Lord
offering the People a new covenant, but they are never to forget the depths of
infidelity to which they descended.
 
Books have been written about this passage about divorce in our Gospel today.
Among other things Jesus is pointing out that just because something is “allowed” by
law does not, of itself, make it a good thing to do. There is a difference between crime
and sin, though many people seem not to realise this: thinking that if something is
legal it must be virtuous as well. Divorce is a tragedy. It is a failure of something that
began with great promise and hope but now lies in ruins. Divorce may be necessary
at times, to protect a person’s wellbeing for example, but it always marks a failure.
Promoting good marriage preparation and supporting married couples is an
important part of the mission of the Church to uphold stable relationships.
 
Saturday of the 19th Week of Ordinary Time – Ez. 18:1-10, 13, 30-32 & Mt. 19:13-15

The opening proverb of today’s extract from the writings of Ezekiel seems to have
been a popular one in some ancient cultures. There was an idea around that a curse
can pass down through generations of a family. The Prophet attacks such an idea
because the Lord holds each person responsible for their own actions, “See now: all
life belongs to me, the father’s life and the son’s life, both alike belong to me. The
man who has sinned, he is the one who shall die.” Accepting personal responsibility
for our actions, rather than blaming it something someone did in the past is key to
personal growth.
 
Today’s Gospel is a brief, and therefore all the more powerful, statement of the call to
be childlike in welcoming new ideas, exploring new ways of doing things. Notice it is
the disciples who try to turn the children away. They seem to be trying to dictate who
it is that is able to approach Jesus, but that is not theirs to do. This is a salutary
reminder to us when tempted to exclude people from Jesus’ presence.


